Konsultation om europeisk ekumenisk kurs
-en sammanfattande rapport

29-31 maj 2025, Augsburg

Under 55 ar har ELKB bjudit in och tillsammans med partnerkyrkor arrangerat “the European
Ecumenical study course” i Josefstal. Under 2024 behdvde ELKB av ekonomiska skal fatta beslut
om att ldgga ned och gora sig av med Josefstal som plats. Detta, tillsammans med ett generellt
behov av att se 6ver den europeiska ekumeniska kursen, gjorde att ELKB i maj 2025 bjod in
partners och kyrkor som varit delaktiga i att sdnda deltagare till kursen till en konsultation om
kursens framtid. Fran Skara stift deltog Anders Mulec och Gudrun Norrfjard.

Detta var ett medskick fran Oberkirchenrat Stefan Blumtritt till deltagarna i konsultationen:

OKR Blumtritt:

"Understanding between European churches can make a significant
contribution to social cohesion in Europe. Especially in times of growing
political tensions and social polarization, shared values, interdenominational
exchange and cross-border church cooperation are gaining new significance.
We need new spaces in which we can learn from each other ecumenically,
exchange ideas and shape the church in Europe together. It is about openly
exchanging views on both unifying and controversial topics - as a sign of living
unity in diversity: Churches can thus build bridges, promote mutual
understanding and strengthen social cohesion in Europe.”

Kort om hur kursen varit och vilken roll den spelat hittills:

55 years of Ecumenical Study Course
Commitment

“The annual "European Ecumenical Study Course "offers participants from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Bavaria the opportunity for intensive encounters and trusting dialogue with delegates from various European
churches of different denominations, especially from European partner churches and with Orthodox Christians.

In this way it forms a unique European platform for encounter, exchange, understanding and networking beyond
official structures and networks - an ecumenical learning field in which the major theme of social coexistence in
Europe in its cultural, confessional and religious diversity finds its resonance.”

Participants

= 30 to 40 participants (plus team) from 15 European countries

= 25 churches, including Anglican, Lutheran, Orthodox, Reformed, United Evangelical Churches, Waldensian

= Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria: pastors, religious pedagogues, deacons, biblical-theological trained
persons, pedagogues and church musicians, pastors in charge of ecumenism, theological faculties and
universities, Evangelische Hochschule Nirnberg (EHN), Evangelische Jugend Bayern (EJB),
Kirchenmusikhochschule (KMH)

= Specials: Bridge to Orthodoxy, including delegates from Russia (The Russian Orthodox Church, ROC as well as
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in European Russia, ELCER)



En av de sarskilt viktiga och uppskattade aspekterna av kursen sd som den varit &r det goda
samarbetet mellan Lutherska och Ortodoxa kyrkor. Aven mangfalden bland kursdeltagarna i
fraga om erfarenhet och roller har varit viktig och vardefull. Alla typer av kyrkliga medarbetare
med intresse for ekumeniskt larande har deltagit, alltifran olika typer av ideella medarbetare till
biskopar.

En aspekt av kursen som i princip alla verkar dverens om att den behdver justeras ar kursens
langd. Fram till nu har det handlat om 10 dagar pa plats. Det gor det valdigt svart for manga att
delta.

Under konsultationen talade viom ”a new European Ecumenical learnig community”.

As with the previous Study Course, the new European learning community concept also requires
cooperation partners whose skills correspond to its aims:

* aninterdenominational encounter at a European level

o the target group is employees of European churches of different denominations and traditions
¢ connection with the Orthodox Church

e theological analysis and deepening of European topics or issues relating to European work

e themes of social coexistence in Europe, with a focus on cultural, denominational and religious
diversity

New concept

Atits retreat in Augsburg in early December 2024, the ecumenical team of the course developed a
perspective for the future reorientation of the course in a format of common ecumenical learning
among European churches.

Combined with digital elements, a shorter face-to-face course plays a central role as a space for
experiencing and learning. Combined with other learning spaces that enable knowledge acquisition,
practical experience and networking of European church employees, the concept combines encounter
and education and offers points of connection for interested churches.

Focus

= Interconfessional meeting on a European scale
= Target group staff members of the European churches
= Developing and deepening European themes

Motive
We are adapting our work to new social realities so that we can continue to reach people with
the good news of the Gospel.

Det finns ett kursteam som varit ansvariga for att planera och genomfdra kursen de senaste
aren, Volker Napiletzki, ELKB, ar en av nyckelpersonerna i detta. Detta team finns kvar i en
overgang in till nagot nytt. Forutom detta team har ytterligare personer tillkommit i ett
“transitional team” vars uppdrag ar att utifran vad som framkommit under konsultationen ta
fram konkreta forslag pa hur kursen kan formas i framtiden. Gudrun Norrfjard ingar i detta
Overgangsteam utifran att den ekumeniska kursen ar nagot som specifikt namns i den
partnerdverenskommelse som finns mellan ELKB och Skara stift. Overgdngsteamet mots digitalt
en forsta gang i slutet av juni 2025.



Under konsultationen framholls tydligt fran samtliga partnerkyrkor att kopplingen till ELKB
fortsatt behover vara mycket tydlig. For att vi ska komma vidare i det konkreta arbetet behover
ELKB ta ledarflaggan. Planen ar att ELKB kommer att sdka EU-bidrag for att tillsammans med
partners kunna genomfdra kursen i sitt nya format. Malet ar att kunna bjuda in till en ny kurs
2027.




