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Québec Province
One of the 10 provinces and 3 territories of Canada
Population: 8,215 million

« Province de France » until 1759
with a Roman Catholic Established Church

Declared [cultural] Roman Catholics :
83 % of population in 2001
75 % of population in 2011
58 % of population in 2018

Less than 4,5 % of Quebecers are Churchgoers
(23 % in the rest of Canada)

Québec and France are the most dechristianised countries in the Christian world



France Québec

Cultural Catholics 65 % 58 %

Churches open to worship (all traditions) 100 000 2932 

% per capita 1 / 650 hab. 1 / 2 750 hab.

Churchgoers 4,5 % (IFOP) 4,5 % (estimation)

Listed churches (Historic Monuments) 16 000 367

% of listed churches in the corpus 16 % 13 %



A particular situation in Québec : the ownership of Church Buildings

Privately owned by the parish Fabriques (inherited from the French Regime)
Ownership ruled by the Act Respecting Fabriques (Loi sur les fabriques)
Fabrique: « a legal person constituted under this Act and consisting of the chairman, the pastor of a parish and the 
elected churchwardens of such parish »

By law the parish may only own properties that are directly related to worship (church, church hall, rectory and 
cemetery) 
If a church closes to worship: 
• it can no longer be an ecclesiastical property, property taxes apply 
• It cannot host a new lay use, being « sacred » (catholic canon law)
• The building has to be desacralised
• Only a new owner can implement a new use (even a shared use with the congregation)

The decision to close a parish (and to deconsecrate the worship place) is made by the bishop
But it is the local parish that puts on sale the Church Building

Conflict: the Diocese wants the proceeds of the sale, the parishioners want to hand over the Church Building to the 
local community (1 $)

No planification for re-use or shared use is possible on a Diocesan scale



Use of Church Buildings 
in Québec Province

Montréal
Island

Québec
Capital Region

Regions in Québec
Province

Total 
2018

%

Churches used
as worship
places

• Continuous use 312

431

128

131

1523

1606 2168 67,0

• Conversion to host another
tradition (Church to Church)*

119 3 83

Ongoing conversion projects 3 5 83 91 2,8

For sale 8 1 39 48 1,5

Abandoned 11 11 0,3

Closed to worship (no project, discussions) 6 5 52 63 1,9

Converted to 
another use

• Lay use 58
64

26
33

338
454 551 17,0

• Lay use shared with worship 6 7 116

Subtotal 512 175 2245 2932 90,6

Demolished (since 1900) 147 14 144 305 9,4

Total 659 189 2389 3237 100,0

*not including the Protestant Churches merged by the creation of the United Church of Canada in 1925

2018

Canada Research Chair on Urban Heritage database



642 converted churches*

Chronology

*422 already converted
129 shared use with worship

91 conversion projects underway

1900-1960: Church demolition for replacement by larger buildings
1925-1940: (±75 small redundant churches (merge of protestant traditions in 1924) are converted
1960-1990: decline of worshipping, demolition of huge city centre catholic churches (no heritage considerations)
1990-2018: heritage awareness: conversion of Church Buildings

Heritage awareness

Canada Research Chair on Urban Heritage database



Ownership for 642 converted churches

Montréal
Island

Québec
Capital 
region

Other
regions Total %

Private 28 10 195 233 36,3

Municipal [Local and regional] governement 4 15 131 150 23,4

National government and related (school board…) 1 3 11 15 2,3

NPO 28 6 87 121 18,8

Unknown 17 17 2,6

Church Property – shared use (small scale) 6 4 96 106 16,5

Total 67 38 537 642 100,0

642 converted churches

Canada Research Chair on Urban Heritage database



Early cases

Église Saint-Pierre (I.O). Built 1717 à 1719. The oldest church in Québec
Listed « historic monument» in 1958; bought by the governement in 1959



Early cases

Québec.
St. Matthew’s anglican
Converted – 1980: local 
branch of public library



Early cases

Danville. Old United Church, 1928
Closed to worship in 1980
Opened as a restaurant in 1987
Le temps des cerises (Patrick and Martine Satre)



The rise of public awareness

Montréal. Place de la Croix
Former Saint-Jean-de-la-Croix 

Converted for housing, 2002



The rise of public awareness

Montréal. Place de la Croix
Former Saint-Jean-de-la-Croix 
Converted for housing, 2002



Cultural projects

Montréal
Former American Presbyterian Church
Converted as auditorium for chamber music by
The Montréal Museum of Fine Arts, 2008



Former Saint-Denys-du-Plateau Catholic Church. 
Jean-Marie Roy, architect, 1963
Closed and sold to the Municipality of Québec, 2009
Converted to a Public Library (local branch) 
Dan Hanganu, architects, 2013

Cultural projects



Cultural projects

Québec. La maison de la littérature



Former Saint-Esprit Catholic Church, Québec, 1930
Sold to the Circus School in 2002 « École de cirque »

Sport facility (public)



Sport facility (public)

Granby
Owned by the 

Municipality



Sport facility (private)

Sherbrooke
Former Christ-Roi 
Catholic Church
Climbing wall



Community Centre

Saint-Jérôme. Former Sainte-Marcelle Catholic Church.
Community Center Le Méridien 74, 2003

Longueuil. Former Saint-Josaphat Catholic Church
Centre communautaire La Mosaïque, 2002



Community Centre

Saint-Rosaire Catholic Church.
Church bought by the school board
Converted – multifunctional (school, community and
occasional worship)



Sainte-Brigide Catholic Church (Montréal)
Parish site (church, rectory and parking lot)
taken over by a community group (NPO) in 2009: 250 000 $
Total investment 2009-2019: 29 millions CAN $ by 8 partners
+Public Value

Pilot project conceived at UQAM (applied research)

Community Centre

57 housing units – RADAR artist cooperative



Sainte-Brigide Catholic Church (Montréal)
Third phase: 11,2 millions (Ministry of Culture)

Architectural competition for the conversion of the nave
Studios and offices for a theatre company (production facility)

Community Centre



Contribution to local development:
6,0 M$ turnover
3,5 M$ payroll
67 full time
108 part time
437 benevolent (7 750 hours)
69 housing units (artist coop)

And more to come (phase II)

Community Centre

Sainte-Brigide (Montréal)

Building costsPartners



To support decision making for local communities

Saint-Étienne-de-Beauharnois Catholic Church



Val-Morin
Église Saint-Norbert

To support decision making for local communities



Privately owned churches

Flea markets



Privately owned churches

Saguenay (Kénogami) Former Saint-Laurent Catholic Church
Closed 2004. Project for a Community centre abandoned
Sold to a private owner



Privately owned churches

Former Sainte-Élisabeth de Warwick Catholic Church
Cheese Factory and tasting site, 2005

Shared use with worship



Saint-Jean-Baptiste Catholic Church
Built 1884. Listed in 1990
Closed in 2015. Dispute over projects
December 2018. Flooding of the church

The future of monumental listed churches



Saint-Sauveur Catholic Church
Built 1868. 

Steeple had to be removed, 2018

The future of monumental listed churches



1957 – 17 churches listed as historic monuments

Deschambault Sainte-Famille, I.O. Wendake. N.-D.-de-Lorette

Vaudreuil Saint-Jean-Port-Joli Saint-Isidore

The future of rural listed churches



Former Catholic Church of L’Acadie
Bought by the Municipality of Saint-Jean, 2018

Open to worship and shared uses

The Future of monumental listed churches



Thank you


