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Welcome to walk as a pilgrim, individually or as a group, for shorter or longer
stretches, along a route that, in some parts, is older than the Christian beliefs in

i L 4 * —
the area. It leads via places with special Christian significance and churches that ”
were important already during medieval times, a period that we often associate F W |

with pilgrimages. 3

To be a ﬁ_.‘mml‘:e is to be on the way to a holy goal. The image of a person’s

life as a pilgrimage is old but still provides food for thought. This can take the , o: o
shape of an actual pilgrimage along a route. Walking between the different phy- .

sical places then becomes equivalent to an inner voyage. Such an inner voyage

msﬂm:mmmmazmmm@%nqmn_m.zsamamﬁmz&smmmavnﬁoo@mozowomodmaﬁmﬂowmiwgo | mmgmmﬁ( muﬁ OHO.‘,W :Oﬁﬂ: a\:ﬁ_‘»d\ﬁm@ |
God. .

This folder provides a quide to a pilgrimage and a map.

Oaﬁmawﬁm the Huw@l.:ﬁ‘ Way), it can be said that it leads from coast to
coast through cultural countryside with splendid scenery. St. Olofsholm (1) embo-
dies the name of the route but is not necessarily the goal, but it can even be the
starting point.

St. Olofsholm, earlier called Akergarn, is named as the point where King Olof
landed when he christened the Gotlanders, according to earlier legends. About 200
years after his landing a chapel was built on the spot with an altar dedicated to him.

Offerings that were collected in the chapel were shared between the Solberga
cloister in Visby and the church in Hellvi, as St. Olofsholm lies within its parish
boundaries. Every year Solberga cloister’s share was transported to Visby. The
exact route is not known but the position of the Pilgrims’ way is possible based on
knowledge of the transportation routes of the time.

The place that has the best support historically as a medieval pilgrims’ site on
Gotland is the parish church of Bro with its then well-known “holy cross”. The
cross itself was destroyed by fire during the latter part of the Middle Ages. Bro
lies just over 10 km from Visby along the Way.

There are four medieval churches as well as the ruins of Solberga cloister and
the chapel at St. Olofsholm along the route. The churches of Viiskinde and Othem
are slightly off the path but a visit to them is recommended.

We wish you a blessed pilgrimage
The Diocese of Visby and the congregation of the Cathedral in Visby, under the
auspices of the Church of Sweden, jointly with Gotlands Fornsal (the County
Museum of Gotland) and the Gotland County Council.
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