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and religious subjects. It would take
some years before the rst baptismal
service could be held, six to ten
Christians eventually forming the
nucleus of a young congregation. In
the cities the procedure is different.
The nucleus is formed by those who
are already baptized and con rmed,
but who have moved from their home
parish. This group takes the initiative
in founding a new congregation.

However, there are special problems
in the urban setting. Firstly, there is
the tendency to concentrate efforts
on gathering the stray sheep of the
Lutheran fold, while devoting too
little effort in reaching non-Christians
with the gospel. Secondly, there are
many who live for most of the year in
the city and visit their home parishes
only at Christmas and Easter. They
refuse to be transferred from their
home parishes, because they think
that one day they will move back to
their villages. Thirdly, married men
leave their families in the rural home  Churchopeningin Mufakoso, Harare in 1974.
because their wages are not suf cient
to sustain the whole family. Living
most of the time far away from the wife puts a heavy strain on the husbands morality and
faithfulness.

The transfer of the church of ce and the bishops residence from Mnene to Bulawayo
was also an important step in the urbanization of the Church. Since Rev Liljestrand began
his work in 1908, Mnene had been the centre for the Lutheran Mission and the Church in
Zimbabwe. But, as the church grew, the inconveniences of having the head of ce at Mnene
became apparent. People from the Western Deanery who wanted to see their bishop had to
travel all the way via Bulawayo. When the bishop had a meeting with other church leaders in
the capital he had to travel 200 km by car and then take the train to Harare. And at Mnene
the treasurer of the church did not have direct access to banking facilities for his money
transactions. He had to make an expensive and time-consuming journey to Bulawayo at
least once a month.

The treasury moved to Bulawayo in 1966 and this transfer was accepted by the people in
the Eastern Deanery. But when the bishop moved to Bulawayo in 1973 there were heated
discussions. The main objection was that the bishop no longer lived amongst his people.
To adapt her confession to the wishes of the majority is disastrous for a church. But an
administration has to be adapted to changes in the society.
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Rev. Arote Vellah, here seen with students at Manama, was imprisoned by the Rhodesian Government.
Many in the Church opposed the unrighteous system of apartheid.

STATE AND CHURCH

Some early Swedish missionaries were very interested in studying indigenous culture and
religion. Rev Othenius devoted much time studying the customs of the Lemba tribe. He
thought that some customs went back to the old Hebrews. Rev von Sicard was very interested
in the history of the Karanga. Both these had intimate knowledge of Shona idiom.

But they were not interested in politics, how the British settlers governed the country.
When Rev Hammar came to Morgenster Mission he reacted against the apartheid practices
that he saw at the mission. But neither he nor Rev Liljestrand ever tried to stimulate the
Karangas to take political power in the country. This policy was followed in the mission work
until 1965 when the white minority in the country declared unilateral independence from
Great Britain and the civil war began.

In 1969 the Rhodesian government submitted a new racial constitution to a referendum.
The Christian Council unanimously condemned this proposed constitution. And when
the government passed a law that all Churches should register as charity organizations
in order to retain legal rights to own land in European and African areas, most churches
refused to submit to such a registration. Bishop Strandvik declared at the Church Assembly
in Chingezi 1970: “We affirm that the new constitution and the Land Tenure Act cannot
be reconciled with the Christian faith. We affirm that we will not register as a voluntary
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association under the provisions of the Land Tenure Act.”

Preaching, teaching and healing was the task of those who followed in the footsteps of the
apostles and there were no walls between these functions. Children and youngsters in the
mission schools learnt to read the New Testament. Services were held in the hospitals for
the sick people. Without education the people in Zimbabwe would have been ignorant of
happenings in the world, ignorant about the rights which other nations enjoyed.

Students have always been in the frontline for reforms. Theological students do not
differ from other students in this respect. At the United Theological College (UTC) in
Harare, where candidates for the Ministry in five protestant churches studied, there was
no dissention about the goal for both state and church: equal rights for all men of all races.
Many morning prayers in the college chapel compared the situation of the Africans in
Zimbabwe with the slavery of the Israelites under the Egyptian dictator. The Rhodesian
government regarded the theological college as a hotbed of revolutionaries. One teacher at
the college, Kare Eriksson, was refused entry when he returned from furlough in Norway. A
pastor in the Methodist Church, Canaan Banana, was hindered from teaching by restriction,
and an18-year-old son of a lecturer at the college was deported to Sweden because he had
together with other students taken part in a peaceful demonstration in Harare.

When the Lutheran students at UTC were ordained and became pastors in various
parishes, the Rhodesian police forces considered them as instigators and informers for

United Theological Collage library in Harare. The Rhodesian government regarded the theological college
as a hotbed of revolutionaries.
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